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Position

Based on the Word of God, we believe the Lord’s design for marriage and His Church is for men to lovingly serve and lead in Christ-like headship; likewise, women are to respectively serve and lead in biblical submission.

Biblical Basis and Rationale

Creation and Fall

Men and women are equally created in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:27).  Together, they are to live as partners, filling the earth and ruling God’s creation (Gen. 1:28).  In regards to headship, man was created by God first (Gen. 2:7) and was responsible for naming the woman (Gen. 2:23; 3:20) whom the Lord had formed out of man’s side (Gen.2:22).  God named the human race created in his likeness man or “adam” (Gen.1:27; 5:1-2).

The sin of man and woman resulted in them becoming aware of their guilt before God (Gen. 2:7-8) as they had fallen short of His glory (Rom. 3:23).  Even though the woman sinned first, the man was ultimately held responsible for both of them (Gen. 2:9; Rom. 5:12).  Because sin entered the world, the ideal relationship designed by God was distorted.  As the woman sinned by eating the fruit, women now experience pain and difficulty in childbirth and struggle with their husbands in regards to family headship (Gen. 3:16).  Likewise, men now must endure hardship in regards to their work because the man sinned by abandoning his role as head and eating of the fruit (Gen. 3:17).

Marriage and Family

As redeemed persons in Christ, the marriage relationship between husband and wife can, once again, reflect God’s original design. Using his God-given gifts and abilities, the husband is to be the head of his wife by loving her as Christ loves His Church (Eph. 5:23-25); that is, in self-sacrifice and spiritual nurturing (Eph. 5:25-27).  Likewise, the wife is to submit to her husband as she does to the Lord (Eph. 5:22), using her God-given gifts and wisdom to help him care for and manage their household (Eph. 5:32). In following this God-designed pattern for the marriage relationship, Christ’s love for His Church is reflected to the world (Eph. 5:31-32).

Church

As God’s household, Christ’s Church is to function in the same manner as the marriage and family relationship (I Tim. 5:1-20).  Spiritual gifts are equally distributed by God to both men and women (I Cor. 12:27-28) and are to be exercised for the building up of His Church (Eph. 4:12-13).  Therefore, in Christ-like headship, only gifted and qualified men (I Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6) are to serve as elders/lead pastor by shepherding and nurturing the local church placed under their care (I Pet. 5:1-3).  Under the authority of Christ and His Word, they will humbly sacrifice themselves for the sake of the people by directing the spiritual affairs of the church (I Tim. 5:17), guarding against false doctrine (Ac. 20:31: I Tim. 1:3), and carrying the primary responsibility for teaching/preaching the Word of God (I Tim. 3:2; 5:17).  The choosing of men only also aligns with the Old Testament office of priest (Ex. 29:1-9) and Jesus’ choosing of the twelve apostles (Lk. 6:12-16).  Likewise, other men and women are to use their gifts (including leadership and teaching) to serve in all other areas of the Church. (I Tim. 3:8-13).

Practical Applications

Emmaus Road will be led by gifted and qualified men who serve in the positions of elders/lead pastor.  They are to fulfill these roles by shepherding the people placed under their care.  In humility, they will direct the spiritual affairs of the church, protect against false doctrine, and carry ultimate authority as to what is taught and by whom in all areas of the church.  Even though, under the headship of Christ, the elders have ultimate authority and primary teaching responsibility, other capable men and women of the church may be consulted in certain decision-making situations and/or called upon to teach in various areas of the church.  As men and women alike are gifted to serve, the elders/lead pastor will seek to nurture them by providing opportunities for the exercising of their gifts.  All other leadership and teaching positions (including the leading of ministry teams and Home Communities) are open to other gifted and qualified men and women of the church who are approved by the elders and, thus, lead and teach under their authority and supervision.  If you would like further clarification for the church’s position on this issue, please contact the elders/lead pastor.  

